
Functional Writing about Reading 
Sketches or drawings to represent a text and 
provide a basis for discussion on writing. 

 
Short-writes responding to a text in a variety 
of ways (for example, personal response, 
interpretation, character analysis, 
description, or critique). 

 
Notes representing interesting language from 
a text or examples of the writer’s craft 
(quotes from a text) 

 



Notes to be used in later discussion or 
writing or writing 

 
Grids that show analysis of a text (a form of 
graphic organizer) 

 
Graphic organizers that show how the ideas 
in a text are related to each other or show 
comparisons, timelines, and so on 

 



 
Letters to other readers or to authors and 
illustrators (including dialogue letters in a 
reader’s notebooks) 

 
Genre Reformulation (reformulate a text into 

an ABC poster or book as they share 

information they have learned) 

 



Sketch to Sketch (represent visually a 

powerful line, visually representing thinking 

about a particular line and stretching 

understanding of the text) 

 
Fix-Up Charts (When students are confused 

about something in the text, students, on 

their own, clarify their confusions) 

 



Notice and Note Signposts 

 
Other ideas... 

● Letters to a newspaper or magazine editors in response to articles 
● Poster or advertisement that tells about a text in an attention-getting way 
● Recognize and write about an author’s mood, imagery, plot structure, personification, 

or other literary feature 
● Summarize the lesson of a text and argue for or against the principle 

 


