
Characteristics of Historical Fiction 
Definition:   Imagined stories set in the real world that portrays life as it might have been lived in 
the past, and focuses on the problems and issues of life in the past 

Characteristics 
● Imagined story, but set in the real world 
● Has narrative structure of with characters, plot and setting 
● Portrays life as it might have been lived in the past 
● Focuses on problems and issues of life in the past 

Often: 
● Has convincing and believable characters, plot and setting 
● Based on real people or events from the past 
● Connected to the author’s own personal experiences 
● Begins as contemporary fiction but has been around long enough to acquire historical 

significance 
● Uses old-fashioned dialogue 
● Communicates important understandings of history 
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